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Defining “informatics” proves challenging. In general, informatics

definitions are broad and do not incur specific meaning until
applied by particular informatics communities (i.e., medical
professionals, computer scientists, sociologists). To further
complicate definition, informatics is often composed of various

disciplines of study. These broad definitions can complicate how

the value of informatics is promoted both within informatics
communities and from the “outside” world. We grappled with
defining informatics to clarify the definition for ourselves and for
our fellow Information Studies students. This wiki aims to
promote self-definition through community discussion. By
promoting a user-centered perspective and participatory design

and maintenance, we initiate the conversation for the informatics

community at UCLA to begin defining itself in a format that can
grow and change.

Blogs, wikis, and other forms of online social networking act as
valuable information channels, as well as virtual "places" where
like-minded individuals can interact with one another. In

particular, a wiki can promote self-definition through community

discussion because all members can contribute and edit content.

We developed the UCLA informatics wiki with the intent of
facilitating collaboration, democratic contribution, and

interactivity. We came to realize that this wiki had the potential to

extend beyond our physical community at UCLA to become a
resource for the global informatics community.
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Our usability study was based on the heuristic evaluation model
proposed by Jakob Nielson (2005). We recruited four subjects
who represented different levels of computer experience, as well
as motivations for using the wiki. We first asked users to discuss
their expectations of the wiki and then asked them to complete
three tasks. Usability testing indicated that PBwiki’s software
suffered from limitations, most notably, the use of the SideBar as
primary content navigation. Another software limitation was the
pronounced display of the functionality toolbar across the top of
the wiki. Our usability study results also encouraged our group to
re-evaluate how to categorize content in the SideBar.

Because there are few resources for informatics practitioners,
we looked at other successful models that attempt to bridge
disciplines related to information technology. The most
successful model we found was the STS Wiki. We came to
realize that the UCLA Informatics Wiki had the potential to
extend beyond our physical community at UCLA to become a
resource for the global informatics community, similar to how the
STS Wiki functions as a global resource for the science and

technology communities. We envision the UCLA Informatics Wiki

being populated to the extent of the STS Wiki, and we hope it
will serve a similar function in increasing knowledge about
iInformatics and bringing informatics practitioners together.
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Welcome! SideBar |

What you see below is 2 wiki, which is a special kind of website YOU can edit!
Take a tour to see what you can do, or get a wiki yourself!

Definitions

Welcome to the UCLA Informatics Wiki! .
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The era of blogs and wikis is upon us... Blogs, wikis, and other forms of online social networking act as valuable

information channels as well as virtual "places"” to interact with like-minded individuals. And though we live in an age Informatics @ UCLA

of information abundance, even we, as information professionals, struggle to define "informatics". What better

communication forum than a wiki to engage in the debate surrounding a definition of our own Related Disciplines

community? So if you find yourself either asking or answering the question "What exactly is informatics?" you've

come to the right place! Job Resources

You can use the right SideBar to navigate through content. Check out Related Disciplines to find academic Conference Calendar

programs, journals and associations organized by informatics-related fields.

Contributing to this Wiki

Y artici ‘|",3 atcC 111 Our Inform atics wWiki!

About UCLA Informatics Wiki

Use the Comments tag!

nis wiki is a community of practice. We welcome your thoughts and opinions. We invite you to help grow our Site Index
resources by contributing content highlighting informatics programs, classes, journals, professional organiztions,

conferences, jobs, and scholars. Help us define informatics by adding to any page.

» Please feel free to add/edit/delete these pages if you have joined our group or offer suggestions to
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Related Disciplines

Giving one solid classification of informatics related disciplines is challenging. We tried to create a defined taxonomy to catagorize the
various related fields. Perhaps it's easier to describe different specializations within the field and get the conversation started from there.

"Used as a compound, in conjunction with the name of a discipline, as in medical informatics, bio-informatics, etc., it denotes the
specialization of informatics to the management and processing of data, information and knowledge in the named discipline.”

Michael Fourman, 2002, Informatics Research Report

Human-Computer Interaction

- Human-computer interaction is an inter-disciplinary field that invokes aspects of psychology, design, computer science, anthropology
and other fields to study how humans interact with computers.

Information Architecture

Information architecture involves structuring, organizing and labeling information so that users can find what they are looking for.
Elegant information architecture serves as the basis of graphical user interface design.

Knowledge Management

Knowledge management is most often employed within organizations to identify, create, organize, and distribute knowledge among its
employees.

Medical Informatics

Medical informatics involves the organization of information and the creation of information systems that support medicine and clinica
practice. Most often, practitioners in this field have a background in both the medicine and computer science

Social Informatics
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What is Informatics? SideBar
| Defining “informatics” proves challenging. In general, informatics definitions are broad and do not incur specific meaning until applied
by particular informatics communities. These broad definitions can complicate how the value of informatics is promoted to the Definitions
“outside” world. This wiki aims to promote self-definition through community discussion. By promoting a user-centered perspective and
- participatory design and maintenance, we open the conversation for the community to begin defining itself in a format that can grow Getting Started
u and change. Let's get the conversation started with some formal informatics defintions. Do you agree with these? Do they continue to
I apply to what we study and do in our related fields? Informatics @ UCLA

Formal Definitions Related Disciplines

* Informatics is the science of information. It studies the representation, processing, and communication of information in natural Job Resources
and artificial systems. Since computers, individuals and organizations all process information, informatics has computational,

cognitive and social aspects. Michael Fourman, 2002, /nformatics Research Report Conference Calendar
-. » Informatics is the formal study of information, including its structure, properties, uses, and functions in society; the people who Contributing to this Wiki
| use it; and in particular the technologies developed to record, organize, store, retrieve, and disseminate it.
Joan M. Reitz, ODLIS Online Dictionary for Library and Information Science . T
B : About UCLA Informatics Wiki
l. . ’ ‘: a

Site Index

I * The term /informatics was first coined by Dreyfus in March 1962 to refer to "the application of computers to store and process
" (Forman, 2002). Dreyfus coined the French term /informatigue along with its translations -- informatics (English),

formatio F
I N ) ) o T
matik (G ) d matica (Italian/Spanish) (F . 2002).
» Informatics = /nformation + -ics using the accepted form for the names of sciences and practices such as optics, economics,
» Informatics phonologically combines ‘information' and 'automatic’ which "strengthen’s its semantic appeal” (Forman, 2002).
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Here are some ways to become involved with informatics at UCLA.  siesar
Informatics Specialization (@ UCLA
Learn more about the curriculum and coursework offered through UCLA's Information Studies department. Definitions
Classes @ UCLA Getting Started

A comprehensive list of informatics related courses offered by the Biomedical Engineering, Communication, Education, Health Services, Tnformatics @ UCLA
Human Complex Systems, Information Studies, Nursing, and Psychology departments.

ASIS&T Student Group

Join ASIS&T@UCLA as we creatively explore technology through hands-on workshops, professional panels, and social events. Help us

Related Disciplines

Job Resources

brainstorm our path to ASIS&T student chapter of the year 2007. Conference Calendar

Journal Group Contributing to this Wiki

Join the UCLA chapter of ASIST for a bi-weekly discussion on information and technology.

About UCLA Informatics Wiki

Internships Site Index

A list of corporations, libraries, museums, colleges and universities offering informatics internships to UCLA students.

http://uclainformatics.pbwiki.com
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